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significance in the fun that alien
nations thai never saw a c otton plant
have long since entered the Kingdom
of Cotton nnd now divide domlnlo"!
nnn 1 themtelvM, excluding the
United st fitft- tin country in which
the cotton is crown.

The reign ol cotton I" forever As
long as tin race survive cotton
Food.-- ; will be worn in multiplying
forma, iut tin countries thai now sell

Alio ' will-

Our

Total . .638.166,663
Such Is the Inglorious story of our traffic

with our greatest European customer. And
England is adding to its cotton spindles at
the rate of more thnn 200,0o0 every 30 days!
In the Inst months this Increase In the
United Kingdom wns 1,766,000. And every
new mill ami every new spindle in England
la erected with the oonfidei that the raw
cotton can lie obtained from the American
planter at prices which beggar him.

King Cotton on a British Throne.
Cotton is the world's king, but it sits on

a liriiish throne!
Last year We exported a little over

yards Of piece goods, valued at g 1 f
000, I, bul at Iha same tltno the United
Kingdom was selling abroad more tbnq
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if we turn aside for n montanl
from the parados ami irony or splnnefa in Lancashire,
st Gall or Chemnitz, 3,000 miles ami more from cotton
Raid, turning oul finished cotton garments for many
peoples, Including some ol the Americans who crow the
raw material, can admire the vatuo of cotton goods
massed in the great world movements or trade, From
thr factories or Europe and Japan coutitleaa ships!
carry increasing cargoaa of cotton fabrics to every clvl-- j
Used port Goods woven of this staple constitute a vaatj
proportion of the merchandise bauled by train across all
continents, and where modern methods of transportation
pause primitive and picturesque carriers take un thr bui?
den i

KiFi'N

it tin world's loiton output ami trudge with tbeasi
lo eucer riistoim r nlotiK the most remote rmntlm

Cotton cloth paves the way for Christianity in the iuiiL-l,.- J

or ti i ti.it k i ontinent; to the suvages of the Congo cotton
cloth is mote precious than ivory or cold r
nlgbl sun arctic dogs drag sleds laden with

der the mid-otto-

goodaJ W:Jmmj tic conaor ana tne eagle look down wonderlngly upon,
pack u Mtis carrying the product of European cotton mills
across the Andes, Tin- vak Roes burdened with cotton,
goods into Tibet. QodoWOS along Cblneae streams are
Stored with cotton goods awaiting shipment, and to the
upper reaches of the Yaen-ta- o and Hoang-h- o the native
Cblneae trader on his junk carries cotton Cloths and car
ments to interior tribes, Burros laden with cotton goods
from England nnd Germany pick their way across the

'lfeJV-Sl-- ''

mountains of Meat The elephants of India and the
cotton coeds.camels ot tiie Levant and Egypt carry

And the uulipie and alinosl unbell

A JAPANESE COTTON dPlflNER
Imports of Cotton Clothing (Knit Goodsi.

v able f.ii t I hat

Prom
England $ 92.0:1

France 193.61
i !ei ninny 6,711,13
Hwltxorland 229.82

CAMFL CABASAN LOADED WITH
COTTOV GOODS EN ROUTE FOP TIBET

Other
Othor
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clothing

38,330
3,007,668
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Insertions.Imports of L.iccs. Edgings, Embroideries.
Trimiuingc, Lace Curtains, Etc.

From
Engl a ml
Belgium
France
Germany
Switzerland
other Europe
Asia and Ocean lea
Other countries
Pluahaa, thread, etc

Total
Total

136,641 ,001
Import! j44.7Ki;.s7ii

Dyed, Unbleached, Painted, Etc.

tiiis increainie volume or traffic in otton goods is engi-
neered by countries tbal do nol and cannot raise tbe raw
supply. The energy ami ambition r Europe and Japan
ars pledged to transporting cotton goods lo tbe remotest
door, hut America, which furntab.es the unmanufactured
product ami makes possible the commercial invasion of
tbe world, has little share m the profit from lhal conquest,

The contest among tbe powers is for trade and
cotton In sonic im in is the chief commodity carried, As
never before in history, the ships thai crosa ami reeross
tbe sea "are weaving the warp and the woof of the
world's civilisation." The ships of western Europe g
forth laden with cotton goods, England leads In the
mighty world t raffle, That kingdom has bad the far
seeing wisdom to provide cheap transportation between
the factories of England and tbe eonaumlng countries
And Gi miany's wonderful rise lo rivalry Is due to the
Clear Vision that sees the future of Its empire on the
sen. Tbe new successes ol Japan are founded upon the
multiplying exports from its cotton mills The Bunriee
Kingdom is actually selling abroad more cotton goods
than silk, and hitherto silk bus been commercially su-- j

prams In tbe far cast In fact, cotton goods constitute'
the most Important factor m the commerce or every)
,:rent country except America,

There Is portent ol great and revolutionary Changes
In the world's trade in cotton coods it is Inconrelvahlo
that other nations Can go on at the expense of America,
Winning trade triumphs With a commodity which they
do not imturully possess, which they cannot obtain In
ctillW'ient quantities outside of the t'nited Slates, anil
which they could not manufacture at n protlt hut for the
fact that we sell the product near and, at timcB, even
below the cost of raising It There Is no logical reason
Why the United Stales should sell Kurope only j I. I

Worth uf finished cotton goods a year While that part
of the world exports to us more than 160,000,000 worth.
Ami there is no logical reason why it should continue
to be possible and profitable for a little half-froM- coun-
try on the roof of Kurope to ranch out to America, pur-

chase bUl dmds of thousands of hales or cotton, atid.
after carrying tiiem across the Atlantic, ship them bank
to the United States in finished form and in quantities
amounting in value to 16,000,000 In a year

We have bean unjustifiably jubilant regarding our
foreign trade We do sell abroad enormous quantities
of goods and materials, but In respect to cotton It is
largely the raw product, on which there Is little profit
Alone of all the Industrial nations the United Slates is
not an important lector in the sale of notion goods to
mankind. For instance, of the International demand for
cottou yarns we supply less that) one third of one per
cent.

Here is the record, up to tbe dale of writing, diselos
ing America's UttSUCCSSS as an international trader In
cotton goods:

IMI'OKTS AND BSC PORTS Of COTTON OOOM KOH

THE TEN MONTHS ENDING OCTOBER, 1H08.

Imports of Cotton Cloth6, Dyed, Unbleached, Painted, Etc.
From

Exports of Cotton Coods.
To

England
Germany
Turkey
Other Europe
iiritisii North America
Central Ann rlca
Mexico
Argentina
Chinese Empire
other countries

33S.47.'.
3.847

113,166
k2,i;m

43.7Sii
1446,332

1 43 666
107.!ISL'

4,036,660
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IhDJA COTTON MERCHANTS

It requires BO salesman or advertising to make raw cot-

ton popular in all Industrial centers from Manchester
to Milan, and eastward to Japan. If we did not have

a plank afloat wa could sell raw cotton to tbe world
America is not a serious competitor lor trade oversea
In nil tin- annals or national pride and delusion there
bus been no greater tolly than the present popular be
Her iii the l niteii states that we have engineered a

commercial Invasion abroad Tin- trading nations must
bava our cotton and while upward of 190 tariff walls
fence them off in their rivalry they all fear America
and carefully put raw cotton on the free list.

Tin re i as bean a notable increase in tbe bulk of
our foreign commerce, but wa have merely kept pace
with the whole World's advance. In fact It Is the prog
ress In purchasing power of foreign notions that has
made possible our heavy exports of raw niatei inls. We
BAVa been boasting of oiitborne cargoes thai enriched
our rivals fur more than they did America. When WS

cite Hie mere totals or our foreign trade without exam
Inlng the nature of that tratllc we blind ourselves to
the magnificent Held awaiting American enterprise
abroad.

The rivalry for foreign markets, the Improvements
In the facilities for reaching them and cotton's ninrvel
ous contribution to msrcbandies have so revolutioniae
the worlds trade that tbe commerce of former con
turies is Insignificant in comparison. Tin- foreign trar-
flc of any or the leading industrial nations y ex-

ceeds in volume and value the total toretgn trade r all
countries Combined a hundred years ago! The nnniial
external trade or even so diminutive a country as the
Netherlands exceeds the billion dollar mark And tills
astounding increase in tbe trade ol nations, creating vir-
tually a new earth. Is due la large measure to the vol-

ume or cotton manufacture ami the world-wid-e sale of
cotton goods. We fall to keep in mind that In Hint
world traflic America does not share. We have been
boasting of mere hulk- - boasting while we have been
sending to Industrial Europe the raw supply without
which it could not compete with America for a year.

Gladstone estimated that the wealth act umulaicd by
the nations during the first an. years of the nineeleeiitb
century equaled all that had been stored up by mankind
in the preceding 1806 years, and that their multiplying
fortunes between 18jn and 1870 duplicated the record
of the foregoing Qfty So that in those 70 years the In-

crease of the world's wealth exceeded by 100 per cent,
the piled up treasures of all lands in all the preceding
centuries since the birth of Christ. And the nccuinula
Hons since 1670 are literally beyond compute.

Such n world with Its consuming power is the market
that confronts America, the country that alone possesses
the commodity liidlspensahle to the nations. Thus far
wc have neglected our stewardship. During the last
llscal year we sold to the old world only a little over
$4,ono,(Mio worth of Bnished cotton goods, Our best cua-

tomer In thai part of tiie world was the United King-

dom, which bought from us $l.Xfi.984 worth. Hut while
we were growing foolishly proud over that, England was
selling us 133,1(6,603 worth of cotton goods spun of our
material. The Itemized columns, plated side by side, are
a reproach to resourceful America. Here Is tbe record,
preserved by our bureau of statistics;

Total $14.277. iss
Exports of Clothing.

Knit goods $ 1,016,761
All OthSf 2.2411. 20

Cotton waste 2,164.317

Yarn toi.twi
All Other 2.434.3M

6,000.000.000 yards, valued at more than $400,000,000!
If you confront the ordinary Jubilant statistician with

the cold analysis ot our unsuccess abroad the rejoinder
Is apt to be that, niter all. America rr many years lias
had n "favorable balance of trade." In a recent opti-
mistic review of America's foreign commerce it is sot
Tortli With much elation Hint the excess ot exports over
imports in the past fiscal year amounted In value to
6446,000,000, Hut to get those figures we had to count
in 1663,000,000 worth of raw cotton shipped abroad; nnd
If we cross out raw cotton from the record our foreign
commerce reveals nn export trade considerably leas than
our Import, and as unmanufactured is sold abroad
through no enterprise on the part of America, but Is
rather I traffic resulting from our neglect of our oppor-
tunity, there Is nothing in the mere totals of our foreign
traffic to warrant the complacency or our statesmen.

There wns u time when Yankee packets carried
American wares around the World, but we bava aban-
doned our ships nnd they have all but vanished from the
seas. The federal hand has been busy building break-
waters, scooping out harbors and deepening waterways.
Now we are cutting a channel through the hemisphere.
Conscious of our strength and In the presence of bewil-
dering achievements at home, we And It difficult to
realize that our dominion pauses at the shores of our
sens. The decline of our merchant marine from the days
of our great achievements is not the result of any de-
crease in our nntlonnl vigor. The energy and genluB of
the American people have simply been withdrawn from
the seu. We have expended our Ingenuity and strength
und riches In exploiting the (ontinent, or at least the
northern and western part of It, with the result that wo
have developed between the two great oceans the most
successful Industrial natlou thl world baa known

Total f 8,34G.32n

Total exports $22,623.80

An analysis of this trade in cotton goods reveals thai
of our exports more than $6,000,000 worth consists ol
Unbleached Clothe, while of our Imports more than
133.000,006 worth consists of liner fabrics, Including em
broideries, laces nnd curiums Altogether the figures
show that while we exported In the in months ending
wilii October. 1606, 133,000,000 worth of the output of
our cotton mills, the nations sold to us almost HiO per
cent, more than we sold to them

It Is a grotesque and almost tiubellevabl- Item in

the commerce of tills ago Hint a resourceful nation like
America, the producer of the world's cotton, should buy

ICnglund 16,706,463 back two dollars' worth of cotton goods for every dol
lar's worth It ships abroad,Frunce M7.047

Germany 329,819

Switzerland 297.360

Other Europe 228.818

Jupau 80.B26

Otkor countries 1,297

when our competitors bay from us eight or nine mil-

lion hales of unmanufactured cotton, it is a mark ot
their enterprise, not of ours The creator part of our
foreign trade is the result of suction from abroad, not
of propulsion from America. The need of the nations
is for our raw cotton and they send their ships to get It.

If wc were aborigines and raised cotton we could sell ItTotal 67.16U.320


